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In 1913, as part of an effort to create a more visually appealing area around 
the Iowa State Capitol, the Iowa State Capitol Grounds Extension and 
Renovation Project was authorized by the Thirty-fifth General Assembly. 
 
The Executive Council was instructed to purchase any or all of the 50 to 60 
acres surrounding the Capitol within the next 10 years.  At the time, 
however, many Iowans felt that this was merely a plan to provide Des 
Moines with a beautiful park at the expense of taxpayers.  Before the project 
even got started, people began to question the necessity of such an 
undertaking.  Animosity began to develop among several of the state’s 
citizens.  Some argued the grounds around the Capitol were fine, while 
others considered the area an eyesore.  Inevitably, the issue was brought to 
the Iowa Supreme Court. 

              These pictures depict the views from the south toward the Capitol.  
 
Project officials provided compelling photographic evidence to the court of 
the clutter and decay surrounding the Capitol.  A series of four panoramic 
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photographs portraying a tidier area promoted the cause of those who 
opposed the project.  
 

 
 
This series of panoramic photographs was taken in 1913.  Each photo was 
taken from the second floor of the Capitol.  This is a study of the buildings 
and homes to the south and the west.  

 
Looking from the south porch of the Capitol across Walnut Street is the large 

Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Monument 
designed by Harriet Ketchum of Mount 
Pleasant and completed in 1897.  To 
the left of the monument is residential 
housing including a three-story brick 
apartment building.  The street on the 
far left of the photograph is no longer 
there.  East Eleventh Street, East 
Tenth Street, and most of the 
structures in this photograph were 
removed about 1915, during the 
Capitol Grounds Extension and 
Renovation Project.  Old East High 
School is visible along the tree tops on 

the left.  By 1913, the original tower had been removed.     

1913 Panoramic South View from the Iowa State Capitol 
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To the right of the Soldiers’ and     
Sailors’ Monument is the Church of 
the Visitation.  The church 
congregation moved to 1271 East 
Ninth Street when the church building 
on Walnut Street was razed in 1915.  
That congregation recently changed 
its name to “Our Lady of the Americas 
Church.”   
 

In 1914, the building materials (brick, stone, wood) were sold by the state 
to the Maple Street Baptist congregation.  They used this recovered material 
to build a new structure around their old church located at 823 Maple Street.  
The Maple Street Baptist Church building is now located just north of 
Interstate 235 at 1552 East Maple Street.     
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September 9, 1915 
 

 
 
 
 
(Continued on Page 5) 
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1913 Panoramic West View from the Iowa State Capitol 
 

               These pictures depict the views from the west toward the Capitol. 
 

 
Looking west from the balcony of the Law Library, East Ninth Street runs 
through the center of the photograph from Walnut Street on the far left to 
Grand Avenue on the far right.  Locust Street ends at East Ninth Street 
directly in front of the Capitol.   
 
Today, Locust Street ends at East Seventh Street and all of this area is now 
the West Capitol Terrace.  The Parrott Rifles, Mortar, Centennial Fountain, 
and Pioneer Statuary Group are visible in the foreground, and looking out 
over the Des Moines skyline you can see City Hall and the Coliseum.  The 
towers visible on the right are Bryant Elementary School and Swedish 
Lutheran Church, now known as Capitol Hill Lutheran Church.  The 1913 city 
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directory lists only residential housing between Walnut Street and Grand 
Avenue along East Ninth Street.  The Stewart Goodrell home sat on the 
northwest corner of East Ninth Street and Grand Avenue.  The Wallace State 
Office Building occupies this lot today.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Above:  Des Moines City Hall    Below:  The Coliseum, Des Moines 
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                                               Bryant Elementary School     
      

             Swedish Lutheran Church, now known as Capitol Hill Lutheran Church. 
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Representative Stewart Goodrell 
 

 
Representative Stewart Goodrell, a native of 
Pennsylvania, was born in 1813.  He was a 
mechanic and in 1842 came to the new 
Territory of Iowa, making his home in 
Washington County.  He became an active 
Whig politician, and in the spring of 1846, he 
was chosen a member of the Second 
Constitutional Convention, which assembled at 
Iowa City on May 4, 1846, and framed the 
Constitution under which Iowa was admitted 
as a state on December 28, 1846.  
 
In August 1846, Goodrell was elected to the 
House of Representatives of the First General Assembly, where he helped to 
frame the first Iowa Code.  He also served in an extra session which was 
held in January 1848.  He was reelected and served through the Second 
General Assembly.  On March 3, 1856, he was appointed one of the 
commissioners to locate the capital of the State at Des Moines.  He 
purchased property in Des Moines and soon moved there.  
 
When the Republican Party was organized in Iowa, Goodrell became a 
member.  In the fall of 1859, he was again elected to the House in the 
Eighth General Assembly.  In 1869, he was appointed United States Pension 
Agent for the Des Moines District and died November 14, 1872. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator?ga=1&personID=5564
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                                                   Sunday, June 7, 1914 
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                                       The Stewart Goodrell home 
 
The Iowa Capitol Grounds:  1913 Extension and Reconstruction Project  
This booklet contains the proposed improvements, pictures, and newspaper 
articles of the period.  This booklet is also available for purchase in the 
Capitol Gift Shop. 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/IF/782983.pdf

